Reality of Easter

April 19 & 20, 2025

All Bible passages are quoted from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise noted.

Isaiah 53:3-5 | * He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and
familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised,
and we held him in low esteem. # Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. ®> But he was
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment
that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.

BIG IDEA: Easter doesn’t promise a life without scars ...
It promises that scars are not the end of the story.

1. Easter doesn’t mean we won’t HURT.

John 20:19-20 | ™ On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 2° After he said this, he
showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw
the Lord.

2. Easter means the hurt can’t have the FINAL WORD.

Revelation 21:4 | ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

Find a podcast for this and past messages on iTunes. Visit FOTP.church/messages to watch or listen to previous messages.
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Further Study & Discussion Questions

Happy Easter!

Celebrate the joy of the resurrection by reading Matthew 28 with your family and friends this Easter.
He is risen—just as He said!

Reflect on the miracle of the empty tomb and the hope we have in Jesus.

Matthew 28 |

Jesus Has Risen

' After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to
look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and,
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. * His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes
were white as snow. * The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. ° The
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.

¢ He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. " Then go quickly
and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will
see him.” Now | have told you.” ¢ So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and
ran to tell his disciples. ® Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his
feet and worshiped him. ' Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to
Galilee; there they will see me.”

The Guards’ Report

" While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief
priests everything that had happened. > When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a
plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, ® telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came
during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ ' If this report gets to the governor, we will
satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” ** So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instruct-
ed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.

The Great Commission

'® Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. " When
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. *® Then Jesus came to them and said, “All au-
thority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. " Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ? and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”



